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fame which he gained by the solution he had given
of this appearance of a comet; Pharaoh preferred
him before all the magicians of Egypt, and exalted
him to divers honours, but particularly to that of
being near his person, to counsel and advise him
upon all extraordinary occasions, as well in matters
of state and politics, as matters of difficulty: nor
did the rest of the magicians envy him the honours
he enjoyed, for they were convinced he merited all
the king had done for him; and which was more,
they did not find they could come at any part of the
extraordinary intelligence or understanding in things
which he was master of.

In the mean time, as he was too wise to com-
municate to anybody the source of his information,
so he was too well satisfied with his new intelligence,
to neglect the part he was directed to act, which
was, frequently to meet with the vision which had
once been so favourable to him: in a word, he fol-
lowed with the greatest assiduity the begun inti-
macy, and failed not to attend the very next night
in particular, after he had made his speech concern-
ing the comet before the king.

On that occasion, going towards his observatory
as usual, he was encountered by a man in the habit
of an Ethiopian, riding upon a mule, and having a
bow hanging over his shoulder, a sheaf of arrows at
his side, and a lance in his hand; the man seemed
to shun him, and offered to go forward, but presently
turned back, and with a kind of compliment to the
Arabian doctor, inquired of him if there were any
way for him to ford through the river Nilus, which
at that time of the year was so low, as to be in some
places almost dry, and easily passable on horse-
back. The Arabian courteously answered him, that
there was not any place near the road or track
which he was going in, and that he being as he per-
ceived a stranger and alone, it would be hazardous